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An Act 


To regulate Trade and Intercourfe with the Indian 
tribesyand to preferve Peace on the frontiers. 

1 Sec. I JBe it enabled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentativss 

2 of the United States of America, in Congrefs affembled. That the follow- 

3 ing boundary line, ellabliflied by treaty between the United States and 

4 various Indian tribes, Ihall be clearly afcertained, and di(lin£tly marked 

5 in all fuch places as the Prefident of the United States Ihall deem necef- 

6 fary, and in fuch manner as he Ihall dired, to wit; Beginning at the 

7 mouth of the Cayahoga river on Lake Erie, and running thence up the 

8 fame to the portage between that and the Tufcaroras branch of ihe 
, 9 Mulkingura ; thence, down that branch, to the eroding place above 

10 Fort Laurence; thence, weftwardly to a fork of that branch of the Great 

11 Miami river running into the Ohio, at or near which fork Hood Laro- 

12 mie’s ftore, and where commences the portage, between the Miami of 

13 the Ohio and St. Mary’s river, which is a branch of the Miami, which 

14 runs into Lake Erie; thence a weftwardly courfe to Fort Recovery, which 

15 Hands on a branch of the Wabafh; thence fouth-weftwardly, in a direft 
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16 line to the Ohio, fo as to interfeft that river, oppofite the mouth of 

17 Kentucky or Cuttawa river; thence down the faid river Ohio to the traft 

18 of one hundred and fifty thoufand acres, near the rapids of the Ohio, 

19 which has been afligned to General Clarke, for the ufe of himfelf and 

20 his warriors; thence around the faid traft, on the line of the faid traft, 

21 till it lhall again interfeft the faid river Ohio; thence down the fame to 

22 a point oppofite the high lands or ridge between the mouth of the Cum- 

23 berland and Tenneffee rivers; thence fouth-eaftwardly on the faid ridge, 

24 to a point, from whence a fouth-wefl line will ftrike the mouth of Duck 

25 river; thence, ftill eaftwardly on the faid ridge, to a point forty miles 

26 above Nalhville; thence north-eaft to Cumberland river; thence up the 

27 faid river to where the Kentucky road crolTes the fame; thence to the 

28 Cumberland mountain, at the point of Campbell’s line; thence in a 

29 fouth-weftwardly direftion along the foot of the Cumberland mountain 

30 to Emory’s river; thence down the fame to its junftion with the river 

31 Chnch; thence down the river Clinch to Hawkins’s line; thence along 

32 the feme to a white oak, marked one mile tree; thence fouth fifty-one 

33 degrees weft, three hundred and twenty-eight chains to a large afli tree 

34 on the bank of the river Tenneflee, one mile below South-weft Point; 

35 thence up the north-eaft margin of the river Tenneflee (not including 

36 iflands) to the Wild Cat Rock, below Tctlico block-houfe; thence in a 

37 direft line to the Militia Spring, near the Maryville road leading from 

38 Tellico; thence from the faid fpring to the Chilhowee mountain by a 

39 line fo to be run as will leave all the farms on Nine-mile creek to the 

40 northward and eaftward of it, and to be continued along the Chilhowee 

41 mountain until it ftrikes Hawkins’s line; thence along the laid line to 

42 the Great Iron mountain ; and from the top of which a line to be con-' 





43 tinuetl in a fouth-eaftwardly courfe to where the moft fouthern branch 

44 of Little river croffes the divifionaJ line to Tugaloo river; thence 

45 along the South-Carolina Indian boundary to and over the Ocunna 

46 mountam, in a fouth weft courfe to Tugaloo river; thence in a direft 

47 line to the top of Currahee mountain, where the Creek line paffes it; 

48 thence to the head or fource of the main fouth branch of the Oconee 

49 river, called the Appalachee; thence down the middle of the faidmain 

50 fouth branch and river Oconee, to its confluence with Oakmulgee, 

51 which forms the river Altamaha; thence down the middle of the faid 

52 Altamaha, to the old line on the faid river; and thence along the faid old 

53 line to the river St. Mary’s; Provided always. That if the boundary line 

54 between the laid Indian tribes and the United States lhall, at any time 

55 hereafter, be varied, by any treaty which lhall be made between the 

56 laid Indian tribes and the United States, then all the provifions contained 

57 in this aft fliail be conftrued to apply to the faid line fo to be varied, in 

58 the fame manner, as faid provifions apply, by force of this aft, to the 

59 boundary line herein before recited. 

1 Sec. 2. And be it further enabled. That if any citizen of, or other 

2 perfon refident in, the United States, or either of the territorial dif. 

3 trifts of the United States, lhall crofs over, or go within the faid boundary 

4 line, to hunt, or in any wife deftroy the game; or lhall drive, or other- 

5 wife convey any ftock of horfes or cattle to range on any lands allotted or 

6 fecured by treaty with the United States, to any Indian tribes, he lhall 

7 forfeit a fum not exceeding too dollars, or be imprifoned not exceeding 

8 fix months. 

1 Sec. 3. And be it further enabled. That if any fuch citizen, or other 

2 perfon, lhall go into any country which is allotted, or fecured by treaty 
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3 as aforefaid, to any of the Indian tribes fouth of the river Ohio, with- 

4 out a paflport firft. had and obtained from the governor of fome one of 

5 the United States, or the officer of the troops of the United States, 

6 commanding’at the neareft pod on the frontiers, or fuch other perfon 

7 as the Prefident of the United States may, from time to time, authorize 

8 to grant the fame, fliall forfeit a fum not exceeding 50 dollars, or be 

9 imprifoned not exceeding three months. 

1 Sec. 4. And-ie U further enabled. That if any fuch citizen, or other 

2 perfon, ffiall go into any town, fettlement or territory belonging, or fe- 

3 cured by treaty^wit^hg United States, to any nation or tribe of Indians, 

4 and (hall there commit robbery, larceny, trefpafs or other crime, againft 

5 the perfon or property of any friendly Indian or Indians, which would 

6 be punifhable, if committed within the jurifdi£lion of any date, againd 

7 a citizen of the United States; or, unauthorized by law, and with a 

8 hodile intention, ffiall be found on any Indian land, fuch offender ffiall 

9 forfeit a fum not exceeding 100 dollars, and be imprifoned not exceed- 

10 ing 12 months; and ffiall alfo, when propelty is taken or dedroycd, 

11 forfeit and pay to fuch Indian or Indians, to whom the property taken 

12 and dedroycd belongs, a fum equal to twice the jud value of the property 

13 fo taken or dedroyed; And if fuch offender ffiall be unable to pay a fum 

14 at lead equal to the faid jud value, whatever fuch payment ffiall fall 

15 ffiort of the faid jud value, ffiall be paid out of the treafury of the 

16 United States: Provided neverthelefs. That no fuch Indian ffiall be en- 

17 titled to any payment out of the treafury of the United States, for any 

18 fuch property taken or dedroyed, if he, or any of the nation to which 

19 he belongs, ffiall have fought private revenge, or attempted to obtain 

20 fatisfaflion by any force or violence. 



1 Sec. 5. And be it further ena£led. That if any fuch citizen, or other 

2 perfon, lhall make a fcttlement on any lands belonging, or fecured, or 

3 granted by treaty with the United States, to any Indian tribe, jor lhall 

4 furvey, or attempt to furvey, fuch lands, or defignate any of the boun- 

5 daries, by marking trees, or otherwife,] fuch offender lhall forfeit a fum 

6 not exceeding 1000 dollars, and fulfer imprifonment, not exceeding 

7 twelve months. And it lhall, moreover, be lawful for the Prefident of 

8 the United States to take fuch meafures, and to employ fuch military 

9 force, as he may judge necelfary, to remove from lands belonging, or 

10 fecured by treaty, as aforefaid, to any Indian tribe, any fuch citizen, or 

11 other perfon, who has made, or lhall hereafter make, or attempt to make 

12 a fettlement thereon. 

1 Sec. 6. And be it further enaBed, That if any fuch citizen, or other 

2 perfon, lhall go into any town, fettlement or territory belonging to any 

3 nation or tribe of Indians, and lhall there commit murder, by killing 

4 any Indian or Indians belonging to any nation or tribe of Indians in ami- 

5 ty with the United States, fuch offender, on being thereof convifted, 

6 lhall fuffer death. 

1 Sec. 7. And be it further enaBed, That no fuch citizen, or other 

2 perfon, lhall be permitted to refide at any of the towns, or hunting 

3 camps, of any of the Indian tribes as a trader, without a licenfe under 

4 the hand and feal of the fuperintendent of the department, or of fuch 

5 other perfon as the Prefident of the United States lhall authorize to 

6 grant licenfes for that purpofe: which fuperintendent, or perfon au- 

7 thorized, lhall, on application, iffue fuch licenfe, for a term not exceed- 

8 ing two years, who lhall enter into bond with one or more fureties, ap. 

9 proved of by the fuperintendent, or perfon iffuing fuch licenfe, or by 



10 the Prefident of the United States, in the penal fura of tooo dollars, 

11 conditioned for the true and faithful obfervance of fuch regulations and 

12 rellriaions, as are, or lhall be made for the government of trade and 
J3 intercourfe with the Indian tribes; and the fuperintendent, or perfon 

14 iffuing fuch licenfe, (hall have full power and authority to recal the 

15 fame, if the perfon fo licenfed (hall tranfgrefs any. of the regulations, or 

16 redridlior.s, provided for the government of trade and intercourfe wjth 

17 the Indian tribes; and (hall put in fuit fuch bonds as he may have taken, 

18 on the breach of any condition therein contained. 

1 Sec. 8. And be it further enabled. That any fuch citizen or other per- 

2 fon, who (hall attempt to refide in any town, or hunting camp, of any 

3 of the Indian tribes, as a trader, without fuch licenfe, (hall forfeit all 

4 the merchandife offered for fale to the Indians, or found in his poffeHion, 

5 and (hall, moreover, be liable to a (ine not exceeding 100 dollars, and 

6 to imprifonment not exceeding 30 days, 

1 Sec. g. And be it further enacted. That if any fuch citizen, or other 

2 perfon, (hall purchafe, or receive of any Indian, in the way of trade 

3 or barter, a gun, or other article commonly ufed in hunting, any inllru- 

4 ment of hufbandry, or cooking utenfil, of the kind ufually obtained by 

5 the Indians, in their intercourfe with white people, or any article of 

6 cbthing, excepting (kins or furs, he (hall forfeit a fum not exceeding 50 

7 dollars, and be imprifoned not exceeding 30 days. 

1 Sec. 10. And be it further enabled. That no fuch citizen, or other 

2 perfon, (hall be permitted to purchafe any horfe of an Indian, or of any 

3 white man in the Intlian territory, without fpecial licenfe for that pur- 

4 pofe ; which licenfe, the fuperintendent, or fuch other perfon, as the 

5 Prefident (hall appoint, is hereby authorized to grant, on the fame terms. 
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6 conditions and reftriftions, as other licenfes are to be granted under this 

7 a£l: and any fuch perfon, who ihall purchafe a horfe or horfes, under 

8 fuch licenfe, before he expofes fuch horfe or horfes for fale, and within 

9 fifteen days after, they have been brought out of the Indian country, 

10 ftiall make a particular return to the fuperintendent, or other perfon, 

11 from whom he obtained his licenfe, of every horfe purchafed by him, 
1 a as afprefaid; defcribing fuch horfes, by their colour, height, and other 

13 natural or artificial marks, under the penalty contained in their refpec- 

14 tiye bonds. And every fuch perfon, purchafmg a horfe or horfes, as 
1 j afprefaid, in the Indian country, without a fpecial licenfe, fhall, for eve- 

16 ry horfe thus purchafed, and brought into any fettlement of citizens of 

17 the United States, forfeit a fum not exceeding too dollars, and be im. 

18 prifoned not exceeding 30 days. And every perfon, who Ihall purchafe 

19 a horfe, knowing him to be brought out of the Indian territory, by any 

20 perfon or perfons, not licenled, as above, to purchafe the fame, Ihall for- 

21 feit the value of fuch horfe. 

1 Sec. II. And be it further enabled. That no agent, fuperintendent, 

2 or other perfon authorized to grant a licenfe to trade, or purchafe 

3 hprfes, fliall have any intereft or concern in any trade with the Indians, 

4 or in the purchafe or fale of any horfe to, or from any Indian, excepting 

5 for, and on account of the United States: and any perfon offending 

6 herein, Ihall forfeit a fum not exceeding 1000 dollars, and be imprifoned 

7 not exceeding 12 months. 

1 Sec. 12. And be it further enabled. That no purchafe, grant, leafe, 

2 or other conveyance of lands, or of any title or claim thereto, from any 

3 Indian, or nation, or tribe of Indians, within the bounds of the United 

4 States, (hall be of any validity, inlaw or equity, unlefs the fame be made 






5 by treaty or convention, entered into purfuant to the conftitution: and 

6 it fliall be a mifdemeanor in any perfon, not employed under the autho- 

7 rity of the United States, to negociate fuch treaty or convention, direft- 

8 ly or indireftly, to treat with any fuch Indian nation, or tribe of Indians, 

9 for the title or purchafe of any lands by them held, or claimed, punifiia- 
10 ble by fine not exceeding looo dollars, and imprifonment not exceeding 
n 12 months: Provided neverthelefs, that it Ihall be lawful for the agent 

12 or agents of any Hate, who may be prefent at any treaty held with Indi- 

13 ans under the authority of the United States, in the prefence, and with 

14 the approbation of the commillioner or commiffioners of the United 

15 States, appointed to hold the fame, to propofe to, and adjuft with the In- 

16 dians, the compenfation to be made, for their claims to lands within fuch 

17 Hate, which Ihall be extinguilhed by the treaty. 

1 Sec. 13. And be it farther enaBed, That in order to promote civiliza- 

2 tion among the friendly Indian tribes, and to fecure the continuance of 

3 their friendihip, it Ihall be lawful for the Prefident of the United States, 

4 to caufe them to be furnillied with ufeful domeftic animals, and imple- 

5 ments of hufbandry, and with goods or money, as he Ihall judge proper, 

6 and to appoint fuch perfons, from time to time, as temporary agents, to 

7 refide among the Indians, as he Ihall think fit: Provided, that the whole 

8 amount of fuch prefents, and allowance to fuch agents, Ihall not exceed 

9 15,000 dollars per annum. 

1 Sec. 14. And be it further enaBed, That if any Indian or Indians, be- 

2 longing to any tribe in amity with the United States, Ihall come over or 

3 crofs the faid boundary line, into any Hate or territory inhabited by citi- 

4 zens of the United States, and there take. Heal or dellroy any horfe, 

5 horfes, or other property, belonging to any citizen or inhabitant of the 
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6 United States, or of either of the territorial diftrifls of the United States, 

7 or (hall commit any murder, violence or outrage, upon any fuch citizen or 

8 inhabitant, it (hall be the duty of fuch citizen or inhabitant, his reprefenta- 

9 tive, attorney or agent, to make application to the fuperintendent, or fuch 

10 other perfonas thePrefident of the United States, (hall authorize for that 

11 purpofe; who, upon being furnidied with the necelfary documents and 

12 proofs, (hall, under the diredion or inftru£tion of the Prefident of the 

13 United States, make application to the nation or tribe, to which fuch Indian 

14 or Indians (hall belong, forfatisfaftion; and if fuch nation or tribe (hall ne- 

15 gle£l; or refufeto make fatisfaftion, in a reafonable time, not exceeding 18 

16 months, then it (hall be the duty of fuch fuperintendent or other perfoi. au- 

17 thorized as aforefaid, to make return of his doings to the Prefident of the 

18 United States, and forward to him all the documents and proofs in the 

19 cafe that, fuch further fteps may be taken, as (hall be proper to obtain fa- 

20 tisfaftion for the injury: and in the mean time, in refpefl: to the property 

21 fo taken, ftolen, or deftroyed, the United States guarantee to the party in- 

22 jured, an eventual indemnification; Provided always. That if fuch injured 

23 party, his reprefentative, attorney, or agent, (hall, in any way, violate any 

24 of the provifions of this aft, by feeking, or attempting to obtain private 

25 fatisfaftion or revenge, by crolTing over the line, on any of the Indian 

26 lands, he (hall forfeit all claim upon the United States, for fuch indem- 

27 nification; And provided alfo. That nothing herein contained (hall pre- 

28 vent the legal apprehenfion or arrefting, within the limits of any (late or 

29 diftrift, of any Indian having fo oifended : And provided further. That 

30 it (hall be lawful for the Prefident of the United States, to deduft fuch 

31 fumor fums, as (hall be paid for the property taken, ftolen or deftroyed 

C 





33 by any fuch Indian, out of the annual ftipend, which the United States 
33 are bound to pay to the tribe, to which fuch Indian fiiall belong. 

1 Sec. 15. And be it further enabled. That the fuperior courts in each of 

2 the faid territorial diftrifts, and the circuit courts, and other courts of 

3 the United States of fimilar jurifdiftion in criminal caufes, in each dif- 

4 tria of the United States, in which any offender againft this aft (hall be 

5 apprehended, or, agreeably to the provifions of this aft, (hall be brought 

6 for trial, (hall have, and are hereby inverted with full power and autho- 

7 rity to hear and determine all crimes, offences and mifdemeanors, againft 

8 this aa; fuch courts proceeding therein in the fame manner, as if fuch 

9 crimes, offences and mifdemeanors had been committed within the 

10 bounds of their refpeaive dirtrirts: and in all cafes where the punilh- 

11 ment (hall not be death, the county courts of quarter feffions in the faid 

12 territorial diftrias, and the dirtria courts of the United States, in their 

13 refpeaive dirtrias, (hall have, and are hereby inverted with like power 

14 to hear and determine the fame, any law to the contrary notwithrtand- 

15 ing; And in all cafes, where the punilhment (hall be death, it (hall 

16 be lawful for the governor of either of the territorial dirtrias, where the 

17 offender (hall be apprehended, or into which he (hall be brought for trial, 

18 to iffue a commiflion of oyer and terminer to the fuperior judges of fuch 

19 dirtria, who (hall have full power and authority to hear and determine 

20 all fuch capital cafes, in the fame manner as the fuperior courts of fu h 

21 dirtria have in their ordinary fedions: and when the offender (hall be ap- 

32 prehen^^ or brought for trial into any of the United States, except 

33 Kentucky, ir^^Tbc lawful for the Preftdent of the United States, to 

24 iffue a like commiffion to any one or more judges of the fupreme court 

25 of the United States, and the judge of the dirtria, in which fuch offender 








26 may have been apprehended orfliall have been brought for trial; which 

27 judges, or any two of them, ihall have the fame jurifdifrion in fuch capi- 

28 tal cafes, as the circuit court of fuch diflrift, and fhall proceed to trial 

29 and judgment, in the fame manner as fuch cir^it court might or could 

30 do. And the diftrift courts of Kentucky and Maine (hall have jurifdic- 

31 tion of all crimes, offences and mifdemeanors committed againft this aft, 

32 and (hall proceed to trial and judgment in the fame manner, as the cif- 

33 Cuit courts of the United States. 

1 Sec. 16. And be it further enaBed, That it (hall be lawful for the rtiili- 

2 tary force of the United States, to apprehend every perfon who (hall, or 

3 may be found in the Indian country over and beyond the faid boundary 

4 line between the United States and the faid Indian tribes, in violation of 

5 any of the provifions or regulations of this aft, and him or them imme- 

6 diately to convey, in the neared, convenient and fafe route, to the civil 

7 authority of the United States, in fome one of the three ne.vt adjoining 

8 dates or didrias, to be proceeded againd in due courfe of law ; Provided, 

9 That no perfon, apprehended by military force, as aforefald, (hall be de- 

10 tained longer than five days after the arred, and before removal. And all 

11 officers and foldiers who may have any fuch perfon or perfons in cudody, 

12 (hall treat them with ail the humanity which the circumdances will pof- 

13 fibly permit; and every officer and foldier who (hall be guilty of mal- 

14 treating any fuch perfon, while in cudody, (hall fuffer fuch punidiment 

15 as a court-martial (hall diredi: Provided, That the officer having cudody 

16 of fuch perfon or perfons (hall, if required by fuch perfon or perfons, 

17 condudt him or them to the neared judge of the fupreme or fuperior 

18 court of any date, who, if the offence is bailable, (hall take proper bail 

19 if offered, returnable to the didria court ne.vt to be holden in faid dif- 







20 tridt, which bail the faid judge is hereby authorized to take, and which 
2 i lhall be liable to be eftreated as any other recognizance for bail in any 

22 court of the United States; and if faid judge ihall refufe to adt, or the 

23 perfon or perfons fail to procure fatisfadlory bail, then the faid perfon or 

24 perfons are to be proceeded with according to the diredlions of this adl. 

1 Sec. 17. And be it further enaBed, That if any perfon, who fliall be 

2 charged with a violation of any of the provifions or regulations of this 

3 adl, (hall be found within any of the United States, or either of the 

4 territorial diftridls ot the United States, fuch offender may be there ap- 

5 prehended and brought to trial, in the fame manner, as if fuch crime or 

6 offence had been committed within fuch (late or diftridt; and it (liall be 

7 the duty of the military force of the United States; when called upon 

8 by the civil magiftrate, or any proper officer, or other perfon duly au- 

9 thorized for that purpofe and having a lawful warrant, to aid and affift 

I o fuch magiftrate, officer, or other perfon authorized, as aforefaid, in ar- 

II refting fuch offender, and him committing to fafe cuftody, for trial ac- 
12 cording to law. 

I Sec. 1 8. And be it further enaBed, That the amount of fines, and 
•2 duration of imprifonment, diredled by this adl as a punilhment for the 

3 violation of any of the provifions thereof, (hall be afcertained and fixed, 

4 not exceeding the limits prefcribed, in the difcretion of the court, before 

5 whom the trial (hall be had; and that all fines and forfeitures, which (hall 

6 accrue under this adl, (hall be one half to the ufe of the informant, and 

7 the other half to the ufe of the United States; except where the profe- 

8 cution (hall be firft inftituted on behalf of the United States; in which 

9 cafe the whole (hall be to their ufe. 
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1 Sec. 19. Jnd be it further enaHed, That nothing in this aft fliall be 

2 conftrueJ to prevent any trade or intercourfe with Indians living on lands 

3 furrounded by fettleraents of the citizens of the United States, and be- 

4 ing within the ordinary jurifdiftion of any of the individual ftates; or 

5 the unmolefted ufe of a road from Waihington diftridi to^^^l^o diftrift, 

6 or to prevent the citizens of Tenneffee from keeping in repair the faid 

7 road, under the diredtion or orders of the governor of faid ftate, and 

8 of the navigation of the Tenneffee river, as referved and fecured by trea- 

9 ty; nor fhall this adl be conftrued to prevent any perfon or perfons tra- 

10 veiling from Knoxville to Price’s fettlement, or to the fettlement on 

11 Obed’s river, (fo called,) provided they (hall travel in the trace or path 

12 which is ufually travelled, and provided the Indians make no objedlion ; 

13 but if the Indians objedl, the Prefident of the United States is hereby 

14 authorized to iffue a proclamation, prohibiting all travelling on faid trace 

15 or either of them, as the cafe may be, after which, the penalties of this 

16 adt (hall be incurred by every perfon travelling or being found on faid 

17 trace,"^ or eithe r-er-both of them, to which the prohibition may apply, 

18 within the Indian boundary, without a paffport. 

1 Sec. 20. And be it further enaBcd, That the Prefident of the United 

2 States be, and he is hereby authorized to caufe to be clearly afcertained 

3 and dillinaiy marked, in all fuch places as he (hall deem neceffary, and 

4 in fuch manner as he (hall direft, any other boundary lines between the 

5 United States and any Indian tribe, which now are, or hereafter may be 

6 e(labli(hed by treaty. 

1 Sec. 21. And be it further enaSled, That this aft (hall be in force from 

2 the paffage thereof; and fo far as refpedts the proceedings under this adt, 

3 it is to be underftood, that the adt, entitled “ An adl to amend an adt, en- 
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4 titled An att giving effea to the laws of the United States within the 

5 diftriftofTenneffee,” is not to operate, J and all dllSilities whic¥ ^^ 

6 ta ken place (hall conti nue and remain i and all penaltiesjndf^itures 

7 that have been incurre d, may be recovered, and all profecutio ns and fults 

8 which may have been commenced, may be profecuud to fin al |udgment,_ ^ 

9 under the aft, to regulate trade and intercourfe with the Indian tribes, 

10 and to preferve peace on the frontiers, which h ath ex pire d by its own_ 

11 limitation on the third day of March, i8oa, in the lame manner, as if 
vi 2 the faid aft was continued in force. 

'S'* 2. 


























